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Work:
Czechs work more hours than

Americans, Japanese or Ger-
mans: averaging 1,986 hours
per year, which is 160 more
than Americans, 200 more
than Japanese and 500 more
than Germans. <based on article by
Jarmila Frejtichova, Business World online.

Author’s  source:  OECD  Productivity
Database>

Economy: )
The Czech economy is the

fastest growing in the Euro-
pean Union (EU). Last year’s
growth in CZ was around 5%,
while the EU was 1.4%.

Of the EU, Czech has the
fewest poor. Only 8% of house-
holds in CZ could be consid-
ered poor. The most struggling
homes in EU are in Slovakia,
former part of CZ, over 20%,
mainly because of the higher

population of gypsies. <Based on
EU statistics Eurostat, article on iDnes.ca 16
January 2006 >

The current growing
economy of CZ is in contrast
with their spiritual poverty level
as shown in previous statistics.

Read our previous newsletters at

Www.titus
international.org

“If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.”
Isaiah 7:9b

Dear friends and family,

We must start out by telling you how encouraged we are by your many gifts,
prayers and words of support toward us. These past six months have been
challenging as we attempt to raise support. There are many things we could be
worried about. Will our team always agree on what is God’s will for each step?
What if people eventually aren’t interested in the projects we offer? Will we be
able leave for CZ before the summer? Will we have enough support to do all the
work? Is the library too big a risk and too much to handle? That is why Isaiah’s
words “stand firm in your faith” speak to our hearts so much these days. Our
trust in God is the foundation of all we hope to do. Without him it is only
dreaming, since we cannot do anything on our own. It brings peace to know
that it is not us working for God, but God working through us. We have the
privilege with you all to be part of His mighty work of saving souls in CZ.

Evangelistic Hike

Some of our team members Pallo
Eleder and Petr and Veronika
Libansky are taking a group of six
unsaved friends on a weekend hike
Feb. 17-19. They will use Marek’s
small cabin in the mountains near
Brno. These friends have already
expressed interest in joining a small
group to discuss spiritual things.
Please pray for their hearts to be
open and for boldness for our team
to share Christ with these friends.

Marek’s cabin in mountains near Brno.

Library Project

In the past month, our home church in Brno agreed to transfer their collection
0f 1,500 Czech Christian books to our library. Here in Wheaton we’ve also accu-
mulated about 500 Christian books in English and have an offer from Tyndale
House Publishers to donate many of their new titles to this effort. Please pray
as our Czech team searches for a space in the center of Brno to serve as the
library. Pray also that we will find a reasonably priced way to ship these
500 books to Czech.

What happened to Czechoslovakia?

Good question! Czechoslovakia as a state came to existence at the end of World
War I in 1918, as one of the states created from the former Austrian Empire. It
consisted of the historic countries of the Czech Kingdom: Bohemia and
Moravia, and to it was added Slovakia, formerly more connected to Hungary.
After 20 years of freedom and prosperity, it was for seven years occupied by
Nazi Germany during World War II. As a result of the agreement of the winning
world powers, Czechoslovakia became part of the Russian Communistic Block
and was ruled by Communists for another 40 years. The end of Russian influ-
ence came with The Velvet Revolution in 1989. Even though Czech and Slovakia



Team members Petr & Veronika

Libansky were married August ‘05.
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Danka Popovska joins our team
to prepare seminars on spiritual
topics for public schools.
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Tomas & Renata anik (Marek’s
brother and his wife) plan to hold
Bible studies in their home.

Pallo Eleder serves as music
leader for youth group meetings.

To give towards our ministry,
please use enclosed reply slip.
Make check payable to:
Titus International
1515 McBrien Road,
Chattanooga, TN 37412

Contact Us:
Marek & Julie Hancik
mhancik@centrum.cz
127 N. West Street, #4
Wheaton, IL 60187
773.919.9477

are both Slavic nations with very similar
languages, the Slovak people still longed
for complete independence. The politi-
cians decided to end the 70 year history
of Czechoslovakia and in January, 1993,
Czech and Slovak became independent
republics. As neighbors we enjoy warm
personal and political relationships.
Both countries are part of the European
Union and NATO, with full freedom

and responsibilities of democracy:

A street today in the Czech city of Brno.

Thanks to all of you!

With just a few months before we plan to leave, having only one third of our
monthly support could be discouraging. But not when we see from where these
funds are coming. Right now all our support is from individuals. That is really
amazing. So many faithful friends. We can rejoice that God is in this way not only
meeting our needs, but at the same time giving us people to pray for us and the
ministry in CZ. For this we are deeply thankful to Him as well as to you all. Even if
we had a hundred percent support, without your prayers we wouldn’t accomplish
much. Meanwhile we continue to communicate with many U.S. churches what
God has called us to do. A few of these churches are interested and plan to decide
during this month of February whether or not they can support us. Please pray
for God’s guidance as these churches consider partnering with our ministry.

Thank you again for your work in giving, praying and encouraging us. We pray
God is providing the various needs in your lives. Please be in touch and let us
know how we can pray specifically for you as well. It’s a blessing for us to fellow-
ship with you in that way!

Your fellow servants,

PRAISE God for:

Marek and Julie * 67 individuals who have commited to pray for us!
* Increased support to 32% of monthly needs
* 50% of our needed setup costs
* 2,000 Christian books collected for Czech library project
* Another letter printed with no cost to us, thanks to friends’
generosity

Please PRAY for:
50% * Churches considering partnering with us in support
3204 * Czech team members: Vit and Pavla Eleder, Ales Drbal, Pallo
Eleder, Pavel Lauko, Danka Popovska, Petr and Veronika
Libansky, Tom and Renata Hancik

Currently we have 32% of * Qur home church Krestansky Sbor in Brno, to continue serving
the $3500 monthly support together in unity and standing with us in ministry

needed and 50% of the * Wisdom in planning our departure date

$20,000 needed for travel * Departure details: Julie’s visa and paperwork, shipping books
and setup costs. We still and our belongings, selling our car.

hope to be in Czech Republic * Julie’s Czech language learning

by the end of April this year.
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